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Times of India - IndiaTimes

LOCALS OPPOSE REDEVELOPMENT

> Many koliwadas were part
of the seven islands that
formed Mumbai and are home
to its original settlers: the
kolis, agris and bhandaris

> Of 41 koliwadas in the city,
31 have been demarcated. In

some places, demarcation not
done due to local opposition

> SRA projects are underway

in several koliwadas,
including Sewri, Sion, Worli
and Deonar. The local
fisherfolk are opposed to
these projects

> In 2017, officials had pitche«
for special Development
Control Rules for the
redevelopment of gaothans
and koliwadas
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URBAN VILLAGES

Why residents of a Mumbai fishing
village want development, but not

slum rehabilitation

Maharashtra's Slum Rehabilitation Authority wants to declare
parts of Worli Koliwada as a slum, but residents have objected to
the proposal.

Aarefa Johari
Nov 19, 2015 - 05:30 pm
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Saving a legacy: Gaothans and Koliwadas pharashtra's Slum Rehabilitation Authority wants to declare

Categorising the original of and as slums, the authorities in Mumbai are keen to develop them into
The residents are unwilling to cede their rights
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All gaothans and koliwadas finally out of slum maps
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Customs House in November 2023 Customs House in February 2024



Build during British rule,
used as Customs House till
independence

After 1947 becomes a local
police chowki (out post)

Then occupied by 2 families
until the 80’s

Destroyed in several stages
from the 1980s to 2024

Owned by Koli Jamat
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Laughton Survey conducted

by the British government

from 1865 - 1872









Meeting with Natural building experts Stone Mason, Shiv Kumar, from Sion fort visits our site



Sketching and modelling as thinking tools
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(L) Amodel showing the stone wall, wooden screens and
pot tile roof of the proposed customs study space

Discussions with local residents




Axonometric Section through the proposed design






Mumbai, Mapped in 1665















Maxson Koli in his man-made pond
in the Mithi River :
¥




Walking through the mangroves on bund walls etitn Beliiees (el i i el (ee



(L) Tilapia of ‘Khadi ki Machi’

(T) Wilson getting ready to cast his net



Ajay Patil, head of the Kolis of Dharavi, at the Naralli
Purnima procession, 2023




Offering coconuts and flowers to the Mithi River




Koli Jamat owned land, cleaned up for the festival Koli dance being performed on stage
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Auto-parking and Garage Stage packed with boats
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COMPACTED SOIL

RETAINING WALLS
MADE WITH
RECYCLED DEBRIS

CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS

FLOATING DOCK
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- story is to be discovered - it emerges and we connect the dots creatively...
Our story with Koliwada - 2008 - Samidha’s Story -

Story from within - Map is a typical tool to look at places from the outside - impose your gaze and start
spatialising things - for the sake of communication and action - mapping as a tool of colonization -
planning and anthropology - voices - we are still using these tools, but carefully.

Break through the map! - Projects will emerge - comprehensive plan is from within - it can only be
mapped once it's done - defending the capacity of the rights of the residents to create their own
neighbourhood - we cannot fix things - the power is in movement - process -

- From a spatial point of view - there is no end - it is not a self contained world - amphibious habitats
- they are affected by pollution elsewhere - Koli’s are fighting for their place in the city - we are here
now - they hold the potential of an ecological and economic future of the city -



1. Romanticising Dharavi koliwada - we are aware of the realities - but we are
trying to make sure that these stories are recorded and told - empathy as a
tool of recognition - the ability to empathise and recognise - so it's not easy for
people from the outside to see this, they see it as being romantic

2. You're not being objective - we are working with collective subjectivity we are
not trying to be objective - stories feed relationships - we want to become the
object!

3. We are not pragmatic in our approach - we are like a charity -

We are a grounded practice - working with local realities & economies - it's
incremental - people who are utopic are people who think you can redevelop
Dharavi for the wellbeing of its residents

Rights to landscapes - rivers - mountains - as entities - it is all connected - ecological thinking -
reinventing capitalism from within - how do we make sure that other stories have a place -



