Dharavi Weekly
A REPORT ON HOW
DHARAVI'S SCHOOLS
ARE COPING

- School issue

TEACHERS ARE
ANXIOUS ABOUT
PHYSICAL DISTANCING
IN ALREADY CROWDED
CLASSROOMS

According to official records there are
10,400 students going in approximately
15 muncipal schools in Dharavi. There
are many more privately run schools
that belong to local community trusts.
This qualitative study is based on
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Helping hands
Many schools helped civic
authorities in dealing with
the pandemic. School staff
joined hands with local
community leaders to help
distribute essential supplies.

41 in-depth phone interviews with

Classrooms are being used

teachers, headmasters, parents, and

to store and manage food

students.

supplies for communities.

"Why did it take a pandemic for people to ask questions about
the condition of schools in Dharavi? I was going desk-to-desk

Some schools have also been
converted into quarantine
centers.

in government departments for the past 24 years asking for

"

help to support our schools.

Insufficient Infrastructure

-Ex Headmaster

The novel Coronavirus has impacted schools and educational infrastructure severely.
In Mumbai, following the State Government's mandate, schools cancelled their annual
exams and declared early vacations. The municipality run schools were transformed into
quarantine centers to accommodate the rising number of Covid-19 infected people. Now,
schools are opening again, hoping that students don't lose an academic year. However,
most of the school teachers, principals, and affiliated staff think they have a tough year
ahead. According to them, physical distancing will be impossible with the average of 50
students per class and lack of open spaces within school campuses.

Migrants
Many families with children
have moved to their villages
are not planning to return to
the city.
“I was not able to provide
my family with sufficient
food in the city. How can I
send my kids to school?”
- A factory worker from
Dharavi

How will our
kids learn?
Online learning is riddled
with challenges. Many
students come from houses
H.R. English school, I.G.C Compound, Dharavi

Moreover, the principals and trustees face new challenges. They have to organize funds to
sanitize school campuses, design new schooling techniques and even reduce their regular
batches by 50%. There are some ex-headmasters like Mr Khan, who believes that these
measures won't help much. According to him, the prevailing situation will force schools to
reduce the syllabus which will have a negative impact on the education of the students.
Schools are also experimenting with social networking platforms to circulate homework
among students. On the advice of the government, many school teachers have started
sharing teaching material through WhatsApp. However, they are skeptical of its efficacy as
compared to teaching.
Schools in Dharavi have always struggled infrastructure. With limited access to resources
and funding, they continue to operate out of inadequate spaces. There are examples
where single classrooms are used for two different grades. Several school officials and
local community members have been repeatedly voicing their concerns to address these
issues for many years.

Pg 1

where both parents work.
Their phones are not
accessible to their children
during the day. Besides,
their living conditions don’t
allow them to study at
home.

Is Dharavi ready for online teaching?
With the government announcing online classes, schools in
Dharavi are also giving their best shot. Teachers are sending
notes, videos, and other study material on WhatsApp. Some
private schools are even able to conduct live lectures on
zoom. However, attendance is limited.
A majority of students can’t afford to pay for internet on
a monthly basis. Subsequently, only a small number of
students in Dharavi actually attend online classes.

"Online responsiveness tends to be very poor. I rarely
get replies to my messages."

-A school teacher

What students and
parents have to say..
Students are trying to catch up with the
syllabus. They do this through online
tutorials. However, according to the
children, they hardly manage to use the
phone for an hour at night when their
parents return home. Parents, on the
otther hand, complain to us that children
spend excessive time on mobile phones to
play games.

"I don’t understand much if I study
on my own with just notes.

Concentration is easier when I am in

"

the classroom.
			

-8th grade student

This is a map of Dharavi which shows
locations of the schools which participated
in our study.
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