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This exhibition puts the
spotlight on construction
workers in Dharavi, who have
collectively been responsible for
building the tens of thousands
of homes that accommodate

a population so large that it
cannot be enumerated.

urbz invited local builders from
Dharavi with a vast experience
in construction to design the
best possible house they could
imagine. These designs were
translated in physical models
by artisans with expertise in
carpentry, welding, pottery,
glass cutting and acrylic.

In a context where houses

are made without plans and
drawings, the project aimed at
making legible and legitimizing
the local construction practices
that service millions of people
in Mumbai and throughout the
world.

Some of these models have
already travelled from Dharavi
to Europe where they were
exhibited at the Maxxi in
Rome and at Spring House in
Amsterdam.
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A.3 — Roof space

3F: residential unit for rent.
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Al- ‘Snc‘ful space

2F: social floor.
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1F: shop owner’s family.

)

GF: shop.




A.1 - Social space

The second floor comprises an indoor kitchen and an open air space that

can be used for dinner parties.



A.2 — Stairs and balconies

The staircases and the balconies function as an interconnected system.



A.3 — Roof space

The pitched roof prevents leaks during monsoon.

Underneath, a mezzanine can be used as a sleeping space.
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Murugan Sundaram hails from the south Indian state of
Tamil Nadu. He has lived and worked in Dharavi for 22
years. He believes that designs for homes he builds must
emerge from conversations with homeowners.
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Manoj Viswakarma was born in Uttar Pradesh, he has lived
and worked in Dharavi since 1996. He is a carpenter with
interests in design, model making and photography.
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B.2 — Roof

B1 — Facade

ns

Rooftop: multipurpose open space
that can be used as a dormitory.

B.4 — Water 14‘!1{

2F: residential unit or workshop

space for rental.

s

[
|

1F: residential unit.
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B3 — Street level

GF: leather store.




B.1 - Facade
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The jaali facade evokes islamic architectural themes.



B.2 — Roof
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The curved roof evokes islamic architectural themes.




B3 - Street level
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The design includes space for a paan shop and storage space at street level.




B.4 — Water tank

Space is provided for a water tank and additional storage on each floor.
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Mohammad Azad came to Dharavi in 2002 from
Bahadurganj, Uttar Pradesh. He started as an apprentice to
a local contractor and learned the skills in 3 years. In 2005
he started his independent contracting service.

Ziyaul Haque was born in Dharavi. His family is from Khas
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh. He owns a glass shop and is
an expert glass cutter, but it is the first time he builds such
intricate object with this material.
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XA B | independent access
to each floor. This
house also lets the
air circulate through
the floors creating a
natural ventilation
system.
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Rooftop: multipurpose space
accessible by all residents.
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C.4 - Airflow ﬂ
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Relraclable [ C.2 — Convertible lofts

Shading
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1F: residential unit with
H independent entrance.
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GF: workspace with cabin, mezzanine
and storage space.

C.1 — Spiral staircase

OO IO LA

Y
L OO0

000202000, 0.020, 00 0. 9. 9.9, 01 0. 9. 9,.0,02 0. 0. 0.9,.020, 0. 0.9, 02020, 0. 0. 9. 929,90, 0. 0. 0. 0,9, 0. 0. 0.9,



C.1 - Spiral staircase
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The prefabricated spiral staircase optimizes space, gives an elegant
character to the house and provides independent user access to each floor.



C.2 - Convertible lofts
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Convertible lofts on the ground floor and first floor can be used to create
sleeping space as the family grows.



C.3 — Retractable Shading
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The retractable overhang on the terrace provides shade when needed.



0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000ﬂ>

9,

QO

C.4 - Airflow
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The design allows easy airflow between the floors, cooling down the house.
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Mallappa Kotam comes from Telangana. He has been working
as a local builder in Dharavi for a decade. His goal is to build the
homes to which his clients aspire.
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Arif Khan came to Dharavi from Uttar Pradesh in 2001.
He works under Tahir Siddiqui who came 32 years ago
and owns a steel workshop. Both of them feel that this
interactive exercise helped them think through the design
process systematically.
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Rooftop: multipurpose open space.
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2F: residential rental unit with loft.

GF: grocery store.
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D.1 - Balconies

Balconies on every floor promote interaction with the street. They can be
used for a variety of purposes ranging from relaxing to drying laundry.



D.2 - Front Space

The staircase and services are placed at the back to save valuable
front space.



D.3 — Steel structure

The structure is entirely made in steel, which can be reused when the house
is modified or rebuilt.
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Entrepreneur and builder Joseph Koli is a native of Dharavi
Koliwada. He is known for his signature design: letting
coconut trees grow through the houses he builds. Over
years of practice, he has developed an expertise in recycling
concrete.
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Ashwin Narshi Bhai Wadher was born in Mumbai, but his
family originally came from Gujarat. They are from Lodhva
village, close to Veraval town. He is part of the Kumbhar
community that has settled in Dharavi. He has over fifteen
years of experience in ceramic, terracotta, clay and other
types of pottery.
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This economical
house has
everything a family
needs and more:

A living room,
workspace, rental
unit and an open
rooftop.

It is also ecological as
it collect monsoon
water and stores it
in an underground
water reservoir.
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E1 — Solar panels

Rooftop: multipurpose space
accessible by all residents.

2F: residential unit for rental.

1F: garment workshop.

GF: living space with convenient
access for elderly people.

E2 — Underground: water reservoir.




E.1 — Staircase
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Water Tank

The underground reservoir collects rainwater from the roof. The solar
panels on the rooftop are used to heat water and generate electricity.



E.2 — Staircase
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The staircase is detached from the house providing independent access to

each floor.
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Atul Arjanbhai Mevada lives in Kumbharwada, Dharavi.
Devraj Anant Negi was born in Dharavi. His family belongs His family has been living here for three generations in their
to Kengeri, Karnataka. He started working as a contractor own tool-house since they migrated from a Gujarati village
25 years ago. Through his career as a local builder, he has called Zafarabad. His products are sold all over India and
built over 70 homes. some are exported to America and Dubai.




